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Children Face Real Challenges 

• 1 in 5 in poverty 
 

• 1 in 5 live with hunger 
 

• 6.5 million live with an 
unemployed parent 
 

• 8 million affected by 
foreclosures 



A Unique Resource 

 180+ investments 
in kids 

 
 Traditional & 

nontraditional 
 

 5-year lookback 



Children’s Spending 
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Share of Total Federal Spending 
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Children’s Discretionary Spending 
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Mandatory Made the Difference 
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Share of Total Federal Spending 
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President’s 2013 Budget Invests in Kids 

220.0 
242.5 

261.6 
276.8 276.3 284.1 

0.0

50.0

100.0

150.0

200.0

250.0

300.0

350.0

400.0

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 Obama 2013

B
ill

io
ns

 o
f D

ol
la

rs
 

Fiscal Year 

Total Spending on Children 

3% 



ARRA Funding Running Out 
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Looming Threats 



Status Quo – Sequestration 

At least 8% cuts in January 2013 
• Education 
 

• Early childhood 
 

• Child abuse prevention and response 
 

• Housing & homeless kids 
 

• Safety – Juvenile Justice, Product Safety 
 

Lower long term spending caps 



House 2013 Budget 

Initial $250 billion cut (10 years) 
• Medicaid, CHIP, & SNAP 
 

Reconciliation 
• Health – CHIP & Medicaid 

 

• Nutrition – SNAP 
 

• Child abuse – SSBG 
 

• Poverty – Child Tax Credit, SSBG Child Care 



Expiring Legislation & Fiscal Cliff 

• Tax Cuts – What Rates? • Who Pays? • FICA Cuts 
 

• Tax Extenders – Child Tax Credit • EITC  
 

• Debt Limit – Raised? • At what cost? 
 

• Sequestration – Undone • At what cost? 



Long-Term Disinvestment in Kids 
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Where is America Investing? 
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Turning 
It Around 



Will Congress 
choose kids? 
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Voters Want to Protect Kids 



Kids’ Share of the Federal Budget 
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What Voters Think 
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Children: The American Dream 



Children: The American Dream 



Children Face Real Challenges 

• 1 in 5 in poverty 
 

• 1 in 5 live with hunger 
 

• 6.5 million live with an 
unemployed parent 
 

• 8 million affected by 
foreclosures 



We Can Do It – CHIP & Medicaid 
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We Can Do It – Poverty  
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We Can Do It – Social Security 



What Can We Do Right Now? 
• Reauthorize CHIP 
• Set a national child poverty target 
• Pass the Homeless Children & Youth Act 
• Pass the Children’s Budget Act 
• Extend & Index the Child Tax Credit 
• Extend & Index Earned Income Tax Credit 
• Create a National Children’s Council 
• Create National Children’s Ombudsman 
• Create a Presidential Youth Council 
• Create Child Impact Statements 



www.firstfocus.net  Thank You 
Bruce Lesley 

(202) 657-0670 
 

www.firstfocus.net 
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