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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]MAKING SURE KIDS GET THEIR FAIR SHARE IN A GENERAL FUND TAX MEASURE

Child and youth advocates can join forces with other groups, including their city or county government, to pass a revenue measure that puts money into a city or county General Fund.  But all too often after the measure passes and the money actually gets allocated, kids end up with very little.  Here are some tips to prevent that from happening.

· Get involved in the planning for a ballot measure as early as possible.

· Be visible in every aspect of the planning process – every meeting at every level.

· Insist on a community priority-setting process for the measure and pack every meeting with children, youth and families.

· Be involved in drafting the measure.  Advocate for the following:  

· That the goals of the measure include improving the well-being of children and youth.
· That children and youth are listed in the measure (first if possible) on the things the measure can fund.  Be specific, if possible, e.g., “childcare.”
· That there is a community oversight committee, and that youth, parents and experts in children’s policies and services are well represented on the committee.  

· If possible, get the words “children and youth” in the question that goes on the ballot “Do you support funding children’s services, libraries and parks (or whatever the group wants to add) and other community needs with a sales tax?”

· Be wildly active in the campaign with children and youth everywhere.

· Be involved in writing the ballot argument for the ballot handbook highlighting the needs of children and youth.

· Get children’s pictures on every piece of literature that goes out.  Provide compelling pictures to the campaign.

· Get on every campaign committee you can.

· Do your own media during the campaign – letters to the editor, social media, press conferences

· When the measure passes, take credit – with media and elsewhere.

· Then go to every single planning meeting as the Board of Supervisors/City Council and the oversight committee decide how to allocate the money.

· Lobby the hell out of the oversight committee and the Board of Supervisors/City Council.

· Get on the implementation oversight committee.

· Maintain strong ongoing advocacy for funding for children and youth throughout the life of the sales tax.

ONE MORE OPTION:

· In California, a General Fund measure placed on the ballot by elected officials must not specify where the money will go.  The measure can only list possible options for the money.  If the measure is specific about where the money will go, it will require a 2/3 vote (VERY tough).  HOWEVER, if a measure is put on the ballot through signatures of the electorate, it will only need a majority vote if it specifies where funding will go (i.e., ensuring 25% for children).  
One idea: Divide the revenue requirements in the measure among various interests and constituencies, ensuring where the money will go.  For instance: 25% each for childcare, housing, wage increases for public emplyees, and the county General Fund.  Be sure to include general purpose money for the city or county government.  Place the measure on the ballot through signatures of the voters, thus sharing the high cost of collecting signatures among many groups.  Everybody wins.  Affordable signature gathering and dedicated funding.

IF ALL ELSE FAILS:

· If kids do not get their fair share of the general tax you worked so hard on, put a dedicated set-aside of the tax for children and youth on the ballot in the following election.  And use that potential strategy as negotiating leverage whenever appropriate.
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