BALLOT QUESTION

	To solidify the City of Santa Cruz’s commitment to prioritizing funding for children and youth programs and services, shall the Santa Cruz City Charter be amended to allocate 20 percent of revenue generated by the Cannabis Business Tax to youth and early childhood development programs and services?
	Yes
	No











Charter Amendment – Santa Cruz Children’s Fund Act of 2020

Section 1.	Name.

This measure shall be known as the “Santa Cruz Children’s Fund Act of 2020” (hereinafter, the “Act”).

Section 2.	Findings and Declarations.

A. Cities benefit when youth live safe, peaceful, and healthy lives free from involvement with the juvenile and criminal justice systems. 
 
B. By helping City of Santa Cruz children and youth to succeed in school and graduate high school prepared for college, career, and community, the City of Santa Cruz will benefit.

C. Fostering the healthy development of young children, ages 0-5 years old, will have a positive impact on the Santa Cruz community.

Section 3. Purpose and Intent

A. The chief purpose and intent of this measure is to establish the Santa Cruz Children’s Fund to protect and expand funding for services that help children and youth less than 25 years old to be safe, healthy and productive.

B. This measure allocates audited, actual total annual unrestricted revenues equivalent to twenty percent (20%) of revenue derived from the City of Santa Cruz’s Cannabis Business Tax (Santa Cruz Municipal Code Chapter 5.07) to the Santa Cruz Children’s Fund. 

C. Monies in the Santa Cruz Children’s Fund are to be used to provide services to Santa Cruz children and youth less than twenty-five (25) years old, in accordance with asset-based youth development principles, and placing a strategic priority on serving those children and youth most impacted by poverty, trauma, and violence. 
 

Section 4.	Section 1431 of the Santa Cruz City Charter is added to read as follows:

“1432. 	City of Santa Cruz Children’s Fund.

1. Children’s Fund Established.  The “Santa Cruz Children’s Fund” is hereby established within the City’s General Fund.  
 
2. The goals of the Santa Cruz Children’s Fund are to support enhancement and expansion of evidenced- based programs to prioritize access to early childhood development, prevention, and vulnerable youth programs, without supplanting existing City of Santa Cruz services or investments. 

3. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, effective July 1, 2022, the Santa Cruz Children’s Fund shall receive funds from the City’s General Fund equivalent to twenty percent (20%) of the City of Santa Cruz’s audited total actual annual unrestricted revenues derived from the City’s Cannabis Business tax. The annual amount of revenue for the next fiscal year shall be estimated by the City Manager no later than January 15 of each year, beginning January 15, 2022. Twenty percent (20%) of the estimated amount of the City’s unrestricted Cannabis Business Tax revenue for the next fiscal year shall be deposited in the Fund no later than July 1 of each year. The Director of Finance shall publish the audited actual amount of Cannabis Business Tax revenues for the prior fiscal year not later than January 15 of each subsequent year, beginning January 15, 2022. Differences between the amount of estimated revenues deposited in the Fund and the audited actual amount of revenues for a fiscal year shall be reconciled by an adjustment in the amount deposited in the Fund for the following fiscal year. 

4. Monies in the Santa Cruz Children’s Fund shall be appropriated by the City Council to support enhancement and expansion of evidenced-based programs to prioritize access to early childhood development, prevention, and vulnerable youth programs.  The City Council shall designate a community oversight panel to make recommendations on the use of future revenues in a manner consistent with this Section which may include, but shall not be limited to, representatives of the following:

A. The City’s Parks and Recreation Commission;
B. The Santa Cruz City School District;
C. First Five Santa Cruz;
D. Youth Organizations;
E. The City Council.

5. Monies in the Santa Cruz Children’s Fund shall not be appropriated or expended for: 

A. any service which merely benefits children and youth incidentally; 
B. acquisition, lease, or maintenance of any capital item or real property not for primary and direct use by children and youth; or 
C. any service for which a fixed or minimum level of expenditure is mandated by state or federal law, to the extent of the fixed or minimum level of expenditure.”

Section 5.  Severability.
If any provision of this Act or any application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this section and its applications shall not be affected. To this end, the provisions of this measure are severable.

Section 6.  Conflicting Measures.
The measure is intended to be comprehensive. It is the intent of the People that in the event this measure and another measure relating to establishing the Santa Cruz Children’s Fund to protect and expand funding for services that help children and youth shall appear on the same City ballot, the provisions of the other measure or measures shall be deemed to be in conflict with this measure. If this measure receives a greater number of affirmative votes, the provisions of this measure shall prevail in their entirety, and all provisions of the other measure or measures shall be null and void.

Section 7.  Conflicting Charter Provisions.
Any section or part of any section in the Santa Cruz City Charter, insofar as it conflicts with this Act or with any part thereof, shall be superseded by the contents of this Act

